
AP Language & Composition summer reading and general info

AP Language and Composition is designed to help students develop into critical
readers, writers, and thinkers. During the course, you will read a variety of nonfiction
texts and learn to identify writers’ purposes and effectiveness. In short, you will learn to
address four fundamental questions about the texts you read:
✔ What is being said?
✔ To whom is it being said?
✔ How is it being said?
✔ Why is it being said?

The ability to analyze these four elements in the texts you read, and use them in
the texts you write, will make you a better consumer of ideas, a more precise
communicator, and a wiser, better-informed citizen.

Course expectations

They are pretty simple:
✔ Interest in being here. If you signed up for AP Lang & Comp because you want a

weighted grade for English… perhaps you should reconsider. There will be a
LOT of work in this course.

✔ Intellectual curiosity. We will be reading a variety of works written in a variety of
styles and historical periods. It is my assumption not that you’ll know everything
about what we read, but that when you run into references that you do not
understand YOU WILL LOOK THEM UP! If you are writing it, discussing it,
using it as support, it will be my understanding that you understand it – and could
explain it to others.

✔ A willingness to TALK. This is a requirement of the course.

The summer assignment

Everything you need to know is on our Google Classroom page. Class code is
6ed2uof. jBe sure to do the assignments in the order given – it won’t make much
sense if you don’t. I’ll be checking my email all summer if questions arise; feel free to
contact me anytime at: wcamerieri@htsd.us

Summer Assignment

STEP ONE: Read the two chapters from The Language of Composition linked on
Google Classroom. This reading will help familiarize you with rhetoric and rhetorical
analysis. Please take the time to really read and think about the examples given – you do
not have to complete the exercises, but you should at least THINK about them. The



concepts in these two chapters are the foundations of our course.

STEP TWO: Read and annotate Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance. The book is widely
available in paperback. Annotate the text in a way that will enable you to access and
discuss key passages during class discussions, and practice the techniques explored in
your Language of Composition reading: Ask yourself questions about why the
author does what he does, and explore the effects of his choices. A double-entry
journal template has been provided on the Google Classroom page for you to use.
Compile at least 20 annotations. The focus of these is NOT your reaction to the text but
rather your ANALYSIS of the text. (See bold type above.)

Our work when we get together in September will be to use your annotations to look at
how Vance uses language to make his contentions and advance his point of view.

Be well, and enjoy!


